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FORTY YEARS OF SPEC-SORTING IN CHICHESTER 
In the last SpecNews we reported that the Lions Club of Chichester has been sorting spectacles since 1980 
for recycling to developing countries. Recently, however, evidence has come to light that spectacles were 

being collected in Chichester as early as 1967, the Charter Year of the 
Club. 
An old newspaper clipping was given to Lion John Lanham that gave 
details of the efforts of Charter President R. H. Meades and fellow Lion 
W. J. O'Reilly (shown in the photo) to collect spectacles for distribution 
"to Lions Clubs in under-developed countries of the world, in particular 
to India, where the standard of eyesight is very bad and they have 
practically no money for glasses". 
According to the article in the "Chichester Promoter" dated June 1967, a 
total of 500 pairs had been collected, sowing the seeds for the operations 

that today involve thousands of pairs each week. These days all the specs you send to us are sorted by our 
regular sorting teams into various categories such as good/reusable, pebbles, children's, sunglasses, gold for 
recycling, and rubbish. From our workshop at Apuldram the good specs are despatched to two locations for 
cleaning, final grading and despatch to developing countries. 
 
NEW COLOURS FOR THE LIONS BINS! 

For many years our blue recycling bins have stood proudly in opticians 
and surgeries across the land. Recently, however, the colour seems to 
have gone out of fashion as many premises have been refurbished in light 
pastel colours. This has meant that in the Chichester area we now provide 
bins for our local collecting points in cream with blue lettering. Also the 
wording has been modified to reflect our current needs. So, in future, 
when you buy new bins (which should be bought locally) you can specify 
the appropriate colour when ordering the lettering from us. The photo 
shows the different coloured bins with the new lettering 
 
 
 

 
FAREWELL TO JACK 
The death this year of Lion Jack Price at the age of 92 has been reported already in other Lion publications. 
But we should not let this opportunity go by without a further tribute in respect of his dedicated services to 
the spectacles recycling programme. 
For many years, Jack (left) was a valued and respected member of 
one of our spec-sorting teams at the Apuldram Centre. His long-
standing commitment is evidenced from a local newspaper cutting 
which showed that spec-sorting was established in Chichester as 
far back as 1967. How many spectacles Jack sorted over the years 
can only be guessed at, when considering that more than 300,000 
pairs of spectacles are processed at the Lions Apuldram Workshop. 
However, the many visually impaired people in developing 
countries that have benefited from his recycling must stand as the 
real testament to his efforts. A plaque in memory of Jack Price is 
planned for the Apuldram Centre's café where he regularly shared an enjoyable morning coffee break with 
the rest of the Tuesday spec-sorting team. Jack will be remembered and sadly missed by us all. 



CAMPAIGN SIGHT FIRST II 
Chichester has become a Model Club under Campaign Sight First II and as such we are committed to 
donate $250 per member over the three years of the campaign. We have to-date donated £6,000. 
This has only been possible with the help and support we receive from many clubs throughout the Multiple 
District and we feel we are representing all those clubs. 
Please accept our sincere thanks for your continuing support. 
 
THE GIFT OF SIGHT APPEAL 
We have recently supported the Gift of Sight Appeal, the fundraising arm of Southampton Eye Unit and 
Southampton Universities Trust. This charity is funding important research into the causes of age-related 
macular degeneration, nystagmus and other eye conditions. A team of researchers headed by Professor 
Lotery at the Southampton Eye Unit is working to develop new treatments for this disease. In the last few 
years there have been several significant advances that mean, for some people, the process can be halted. 
There are new laser treatments which can stop some forms of macular degeneration and vitamin 
supplements that can help other forms. This helps patients regain some of their independence and be able to 
read again. Since joining Southampton Eye Unit and conducting his research Professor Lotery has 
dramatically improved the treatments that people with age-related macular degeneration (AMD) receive. 
There is continued progress in the treatment of this condition. It can be stopped and, in some cases, the 
person's vision can be restored. However, much more work is needed if a cure is to be found for the 
majority of people with AMD and we hope that our donation will help in some small way. 
 
SPECTACLES FOR NIGERIA  
Earlier this year we received an appeal from a young doctor, Karen 
Skinner, for graded spectacles for distribution in Nigeria. Having 
seen at first hand the lack of basic eye care and health in the area, 
Karen now devotes as much time as she can to running eye camps 
and, in conjunction with a local optometrist, she oversees the testing 
and dispensing of spectacles to local people. Thanks to some 
excellent help from the team at Frankland Prison, Durham, we were 
able to supply Karen with 400 pairs of graded spectacles. In addition 
we made a donation of £300 towards her travel costs, all of which 
she pays personally. Since her return Karen has visited the Club and 
given us a very informative talk about her visit to Nigeria. She is already planning to run another camp 
when she will perform cataract operations, and we will certainly give her all the help we can. The photo 
shows Karen with two happy recipients of spectacles, maybe they came from your area! 
 
LIVING PICTURES 
Living Paintings enables blind and partially sighted children and adults to explore and enjoy the world of 
pictures. In order to do this the charity creates unique touch and sound packs explaining a wide variety of 
images from Thomas the Tank Engine to the Mona Lisa. It distributes the packs throughout Britain and 
Ireland by a free, postal library service. The essential components of the packs are threefold: (1) raised 
images known as thermoforms or 'feely pictures'; (2) audio descriptions which tell the stories of the pictures 
and provide instructions for touching and interpreting the 'feely pictures'; and (3) colour reproductions of 
the pictures which, very importantly, make it possible for the packs to be shared with sighted friends, 
family and peers. We have donated £1,000 to this innovative charity that currently has over 6,000 blind and 
partially sighted Library Members. 
 
SIGHT-RELATED DONATIONS DURING THE PAST YEAR 
These are some of the sight-related projects which you have helped us to support over the last Lionistic 
year: 

Uganda Well £200 Tacade £1000 
CSFII (2006/7) £2000 Donation - Merton Lions £500 
Medico £1000 4SIGHT £2000 
Gift of Sight £1000 Karen Skinner £300 
Living Pictures £1000 CSFII (2007/8) £2000 

If you have a sight-related project which needs financial support, then please 
Contact the Lions Club of Chichester to see if we can help. 



OUR THANKS TO: 
We are very grateful to Parcelforce for the delivery service they provide. 
We would also like to thank Fraser Freight (Portsmouth) for helping us with shipments to Medico France, 
Le Havre, France. 
 
HOW TO SEND YOUR SPECS TO US 
You may send all your specs to us FREE OF CHARGE by PARCELFORCE: 
Pack them loose in stout well-sealed boxes each measuring no more than 50 × 33 × 33 cm (20 × 13 × 13 
inches) with a maximum weight of 10 kg. 
 
Put your name, contact address, club and date dispatched on a piece of paper inside the box. You do not 
need to wrap specs individually or put in shredded paper, carrier bags or polystyrene chips. We currently do 
not need spectacle cases. 
 
Address each parcel to: 
 

Lions Club of Chichester 
The Apuldram Centre 
Common Farm  
Appledram Lane South 
Chichester West Sussex PO20 7PE 
 

Mark each parcel: 
ARTICLES FOR THE BLIND 
CONTRACT No. R233259 
 

Phone Parcelforce Datapost Collection Centre 08708 501150 
State the Contract No. R233259 
Request a collection (48 hours) 
Ask them to do the Paperwork 

 
Spectacles can be taken directly to the Lions workshop in Apuldram and left in the "tidy shed" to 
the left of the gate leading to the workshop. 
 
CLOSURE OF OPERATIONS AT NEWQUAY 
The Lions Club of Newquay has ceased collection of used spectacles. Clubs who have in the past 
shipped their spectacles and hearing aids to Newquay are welcome to ship them now to 
Chichester. 
 
Any further news on our sight-related projects can be found on our website: 

www.chilions.org.uk 
 
 
 


